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dynasty in China, that country had been a prey to sporadic
civil war, which by 1922 had become chronic. At the end of
1926 the focus of military operations between the northern and
southern armies was veering uncomfortably near to Shanghai,
where a large British and European population was located in a
separate quarter, known as the International Settlement. So
urgent did it appear to maintain the inviolability of this quarter
that an appeal was sent for a strong British force to garrison it.
A whole division was promptly mobilised, two brigades at home
and one in India, and hurried out to Shanghai. Its arrival
forestalled any possible trouble, and the tide of civil war at
length passed the city by unmolested. Before the end of 1927
the bulk of the division was on its way home again ; its oppor-
tune arrival and imposing presence had deprived it of the excite-
ment of action, but it had served a most useful purpose.
Nearer home the army had plenty to occupy its energies
throughout the immediate post-war period. The cruel and
embittered civil war in Ireland raged for thee years, and severely
tested the spirit and adaptability of the large numbers of our
troops who were unfortunate enough to be engaged in it. The
final signature of the Treaty of December, 1921, by which all
the revolted portion of the country was granted Dominion
status as the Irish Free State, was to none more welcome than
to the military authorities, but it had the subsidiary effect of
automatically doing away with the five gallant south Irish
regiments, whose long and honourable record had been closely
knit with all our most glorious military memories.
Our Army of Occupation's spell of duty on the Rhine, which
should have terminated early in 1925, was in fact prolonged con-
siderably beyond that date, as it was clear that Germany had not
yet fully complied with the disarmament and reparation terms
of the Peace Treaties, for the fulfilment of which the presence
of Allied troops on her soil was the guarantee. Early in 1926,
however, the force was reduced and transferred from the Cologne
area to Wiesbaden in the former French zone, as the signature
of the Locarno Pact in September, 1925, had materially lessened
the likelihood of any serious trouble between Germany and
the Allies. Here our troops remained until the end of 1929,
when they were finally brought home. Immediately after the
end of the war, small British contingents had been sent with
other Allied troops to keep order in various areas, such as
Upper Silesia, where plebiscites were to be held to determine
the future destiny of the territory ; and in 1934 the last of these
plebiscites in the valley of the Saar, which the Treaty of Ver-
sailles had put under League of Nations administration for
fifteen years, was also attended by 1,500 British troops, acting